Clinical uses of intravenous immunoglobulin in pregnancy.
The obstetric literature contains numerous reports of IVIG therapy for various conditions encountered during pregnancy. The mechanisms of action of IVIG are uncertain and may vary depending on the specific disorder. Immunoglobulin G infusions appear to be well tolerated by the parturient. The occurrence of major and minor side effects is uncommon, and infectious morbidity is low. Further research will be necessary to elucidate the specific mechanisms of action of IVIG in certain disease states. Determining the exact "therapeutic agent" in IVIG for each specific disease state may allow for a more tailored approach to treatment (i.e., isolation or production of the particular antibody). Outcome assessment, long-term positive and negative effects, cost-benefit analysis, and effects on fetal and neonatal immune function require further study through randomized trials.